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ceived the idea of making the clergy (who are childless) support the education of these three hundred and fifty young ladies. In consequence, she cast her eyes upon the rich abbey of Saint-Denis, then vacant, and suggested it to the King, as being almost sufficient to provide for the new establishment.
This idea astonished the Prince. He found it, at first, audacious, not to say perilous.; but, on further reflection, considering that the monks of Saint-Denis live under the rule of a prior, and never see their abbot, who is almost always a great noble and a man of the world, His Majesty consented to suppress the said abbey in order to provide for the children.
The monks 01 Saint-Denis, alarmed at such an innovation (which did not, however, affect their own goods and revenues), composed a petition in the form of the factum that our advocates draw up in a suit. They exclaimed in this document " on the disrepute which this innovation would bring upon their ancient, respectable and ilhistrious .community. In suppressing the title of Abbot of Saint-Denis," they said further, "Your Majesty,